NEWSLETTER
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2021. We hope that you had a lovely
Christmas and New Year despite all the problems caused by the ongoing
pandemic. Even with it being winter there has been quite a lot going on
although we have now cancelled all task sessions until further notice. Probably
a good job considering the weather at the moment.
TASK SESSION - 12TH DECEMBER 2020
We were able to put up our Christmas
tree at the foot of the stairs by the main
entrance on Saturday 12th December.
As you can see from the photos the tree
was very much enhanced this festive
season by the improvements undertaken
by Northern during 2020 when they gave
the station a fresh look with a total
redecoration.

Christmas 2020
The redecoration has made a tremendous
difference with the station looking so much
brighter. Unfortunately, it was not possible
to paint the awnings over the platforms as
that would have required a full possession
of the line.
Christmas 2019

THE BLUE PULLMAN
On Saturday 12th December 2020 the Blue Pullman train passed through Romiley
during its first public outing.
It had been due to have its inaugural run on 5th November but the lockdown forced its
owners, Locomotive Services Limited, to postpone the trip for just over a month.
With a livery harking back
to the days of BR’s iconic
Blue Pullman it departed
London St Pancras at
around
09.00
before
heading up the Midland
Main Line and then down
the Hope Valley passing
through Romiley on its way
via Guide Bridge and
Stockport to Crewe. Later
it returned to London via
the West Coast Main Line.
The refurbishment and repainting of the all first class HST was carried out for
Locomotive Services Limited by Arlington Fleet Services at Eastleigh, with the set first
breaking cover on October 30 when it returned to its Crewe base.

The pictures show the Blue Pullman passing Platform 1 as it heads in the
direction of Woodley and Guide Bridge.

MAYOR OF STOCKPORT
Shortly after we published the December Newsletter we received a lovely letter from
the Mayor of Stockport, Councillor Dean Fitzpatrick, which was addressed to everyone
who is a Friend of Romiley Station. We have written back to the Mayor thanking him
for his kind comments as well as reproducing the letter below so that you can read it.

COMMUNITY RAIL AWARDS 2020
The 2020 Community Rail
Awards took place during an
online event on Wednesday 9th
December 2020.
It was extremely well put
together and celebrated
Community Rail throughout the
country.
If you have not seen the Awards Evening then do view it on You Tube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYGHwx-pN3w or by simply typing in Community
Rail Awards to follow the link.
You can also download a copy of the Awards brochure by visiting the Community Rail
Network website at www.communityrail.ork.uk.
It was great to see so many local groups featuring again this year. However, a special
mention to the Friends of Rose Hill Station who were awarded the Lead Gold in the
"It's Your Station" Category.

STEAM TRAIN - SATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2020
Saturday 19th December 2020 saw a
steam hauled special heading from
Telford Central to York, via the Hope
Valley, pass through Romiley
The steam train in question was a
Southern Railway West Country
class 4-6-2 Pacific steam locomotive
34046 Braunton which was built in
1946.
After careful restoration during the
early 2000's she returned to steam in
2007 and in 2013 back into
operational service on main lines and
looks magnificent to this day.
Thanks to Geoff Walton for sending
us this picture (and pictures of the
Blue Pullman featured elsewhere in this newsletter).

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - TUESDAY 9TH MARCH 2021
Unless things changes dramatically our Annual General Meeting will take place
remotely (using Zoom) on Tuesday 9th March 2021 commencing at 7.00pm.
The Agenda and accounts for the year ending 31st December 2020 are set out below.
If you cannot join the meeting but wish to have something discussed please do let the
Secretary know before the meeting.
A Zoom link will be sent out with the March Newsletter so that anyone who wishes to
attend can do so.
AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 3rd March 2020
3. Matters arising from the minutes
4. Officer's Reports




Chair
Secretary/Membership Secretary
Treasurer (including presentation of Annual accounts (kindly audited
by John A Simpson BA ACA)

If anyone would like to put themselves forward for any of the elected
positions and cannot be at the AGM please let the Secretary, Angie Clark,
know in advance of the meeting at clark.theateam69@btinternet.com
5. Projects for 2021
6. Constitutional Amendments (Notice of which should be given to the Secretary
in advance of the meeting)
Please note that a proposal has already been received to amend clause 9 of the
constitution replacing the current clause " 9. There shall be an annual and/or lifetime
membership subscription to help pay necessary expenses – to be fixed at a members’
meeting at such a rate as is from time to time thought appropriate." with "9.
Membership shall be free upon the completion of an appropriate membership
application form. A member may discontinue their membership at anytime by advising
the membership secretary in writing".
7. Any Other Business
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