
 

NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2025 
 

 

September was a very quiet month at the station (and not simply because during 

the last two weekends buses replaced trains) but mainly due to a lot of our 

members being away enjoying well-earned holidays. 

 

However, those who were left did do quite a bit of tidying up of the gardens 

coupled with copious amounts of deadheading. 

 

Towards the end of the month we took down the VJ Day display after which many 

of the cranes that had been an integral part were taken to Bredbury Library for 

further display. The balance will shortly be parcelled up and sent to the Hiroshima 

Peace Memorial Park. 

 

 

ROMILEY STATION CAR PARK 

As you will probably already know the owners of the station car park, Stockport MBC, 

carried out a public consultation regarding their proposal to start charging all users. 

This was in common with many other car parks in the borough which hitherto have 

been free to use, including those near to Marple station. 

Following that consultation they recently published formal notices indicating that they 

would now be making the necessary statutory Orders so as to implement the charges. 

The notices did allow a period of time for the submission of objections to the proposed 

Orders. 

As we had successfully done in 2017, the last time that similar changes were 

proposed, we again put in our formal objections. 

Unfortunately, on this occasion the Council decided to stick to their guns and all the 

submitted objections were rejected and formal approval was given to the Orders. 

Therefore, charges will be introduced as soon as the Council have installed the 

necessary ticket machines and signage in the car park. So do look out for these. 

Charges will apply from Monday to Saturday between 8am and 6pm. 

They will be 50p for an hour, 70p for two hours, and so on up to £2.40 for the full ten 

hours. 



“A GREAT DAY OUT BY TRAIN” QUIZ 

For this month’s quiz we thought that we would feature a whole host of fantastic 

destinations that you can reach by train and say just a little about each one to 

hopefully whet your appetite for a potential visit. 

However, for each we have made a deliberate mistake with one of the words. 

So your task is to spot and then change that word in order to make the statement 

correct and thus get the right information before your trip out. 

For example:  Bradford’s two stations, Interchange and Forrester Square, provide 

excellent access to the city’s many attractions including the National 

Science and Media Museum with its amazing IMAX cinema. 

Here you need to change Forrester to Forster. Other places worth visiting whilst 

there are the Bradford Industrial Museum and Bolling Hall. Also, don’t forget that 

Bradford is the current city of culture so there is lots going on. 

Now look at all of these below and change a single word in each to make the 

statement correct. 

1. Jump on any Blackpool bound train from platform 14 at Manchester 
Piccadilly and visit the British Commercial Vehicle Museum in Leyland. 
Here you will see old buses and lorries on display such as the single decker 
Leyland Lion Cub. 

 
2. Take the train to Windermere, which may involve a change at Oxenhope, 

then wander down to the shores of the Lake before boarding one of the 
many cruise boats, once operated by British Rail, but now run by 
Windermere Lake Cruises. 

 
3. One of the nicest walks from any station on the Hope Valley line starts at 

Grindleford Station and takes you up through Pudsey Gorge on to the 
moors and into the National Trust's Longshaw Estate (with its excellent tea 
rooms). 

 
4. Now Whitwell is the place to visit by train from Middlesborough (or 

Pickering) if a ghost or Dracula walk is more up your street. 
 

5. Ravenglass on the Cambrian coast is the place to head for if you fancy a 
ride on the ”La al” Ratty narrow gauge railway. 

 
6. Stalybridge station buffet bar is now well known for its award winning range 

of real milks as recommended by CAMRA. 
 

7. Michael Schumacher enjoyed his visit to Fairfield station and the nearby 
Moravian settlement during one of his Great British Railway Journeys. 

 
8. If Roller Coasters are your thing then take the North Fylde Line from 

Preston and get off at Blackpool Pleasure Beach station. 
 

9. The Anderson Boat Lift can be reached from both Greenbank and 
Northwich stations.  It has a splendid Visitor Centre that will tell you all 
about the lift. 



 
10. Liverpool has so much to offer the train traveller.  There are two cathedrals, 

Tate Liverpool and the world famous Royal Victoria Dock which has the 
biggest group of Grade I listed buildings anywhere in the UK. 

 
11. Chester is also a great city for a day out by train. The city walls are some of 

the best preserved in England, you can take a boat trip on the River Dee or 
go shopping along “The Boards”, a series of two-tiered timber-framed 
galleries that line the main streets of the city. 

 

12. This time of year you must visit Blackpool to take in the illuminations which 
extend along the sea front for some 6 miles passing the town’s two piers 
along the way. 

 

You will find all the answers at the end of the newsletter together with a lot more 

information about each destination. 

 

NORTHERN – COMMUNITY RAIL CONFERENCE 2025 

We have received an invitation to be represented at that this year’s Northern 

Community Rail Conference, taking place on Friday 14th November at the Lowry 

Hotel on Dearmans Place in Salford, M3 5LH.  The hotel is only a short walk from 

Market Street in the city centre to the other side of the River Irwell. 

The day is planned to begin with registration and refreshments at 9.30am and is 

expected to end at round about 3.30pm. 

This annual event is the perfect opportunity for Northern to celebrate all the great work 

that Friends Groups undertake in their communities as well as looking at how they can 

continue to strengthen their support for everyone.   

They will be exploring how rail can play a vital role in tackling social isolation and 

improving connectivity. Alongside this, there will be a range of workshops, 

presentations and interactive sessions covering other key areas of interest.   

Each Friends Group is allowed to register two delegates plus anyone else who would 

like to attend should space be available.  Northern will do their best to accommodate 

all those wanting to go along.  If you do want a place then please let our Secretary, 

Angie Clark (fors@btinternet.com) know as soon as possible and certainly by the 

middle of October. 

 

TASK SESSION 

Our October Task Session will take place on Saturday 11th October from 2pm so 

please do try to come along if you are free that afternoon. 

Remember, if you aren’t up to taking part in the actual Task Session then you could 

still join us at any time during the afternoon. 

Alternatively, come with us shortly after 4pm for a drink and a chat in The Voltigeur 

micro pub just up from the station on Compstall Road. 

mailto:fors@btinternet.com


THE HISTORY OF THE RAILWAYS IN NORTHWICH EXHIBITION 

As part of the Railway 200 celebrations there is currently an exhibition on the history 

of the railways in Northwich at the Weaver Hall Museum and Workhouse. 

The Museum is located on London Road (A533) just south of the superb 48 arch 

Northwich Viaduct.  

From Northwich station it is an extremely 

pleasant walk along the route shown in 

yellow on the map above, which follows part 

of the Dane Valley Way (shown by green 

diamonds). 

The entire route is fully surfaced and it’s only 

about a mile’s walk from the station. 

The walk takes 

well under half 

an hour, even if 

you go extremely slowly in 

order to take in the lovely 

scenery (as shown on the 

photograph above). 

The exhibition, which has 

been organised by the Mid 

Cheshire Community Rail 

Partnership, runs until 4th 

January 2026 so there is 

plenty of time to pay it a visit. 



MID CHESHIRE LINE STATION TO STATION BATON RELAY FOR RAILWAY 200 

As we mentioned last month the Mid Cheshire Line, as part of their celebrations for 

Railway 200, organised a ‘baton relay’ between Manchester and Chester. 

It all started on Monday 22nd September with the first walking leg from Woodley 

station to the site of the former Tiviot Dale station in Stockport being led by Becky 

Styles, Northern’s Regional Community & Sustainability Manager. 

The picture shows everyone about to set off from Woodley on what was a lovely 

sunny day. 

On the Tuesday the walking team covered 

Manchester Central to Altrincham (via Navigation 

Road) then the following day Altrincham to Knutsford 

(taking in Hale, Ashley and Mobberley). 

Thursday it was Knutsford to Northwich (with breaks 

at Plumley and Lostock Gralam) with Friday being 

Northwich to Delamere (with calls at Greenbank and 

Cuddington. 

The final leg on Saturday 27th September, the actual 

200th Anniversary Day, saw an early start from 

Delamere as everyone headed to Mouldsworth 

before then carrying on to Chester. 

The Mid Cheshire Line Team did a fantastic job 

putting everything together so as to celebrate 

Railway 200 in such a creative way. 



A CELEBRATION OF HYDE - HYDE CENTRAL STATION 

SATURDAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER 2025   

Well done to Ian, Sue, Sam and the other Friends of Hyde Loop for smartening up 

Hyde Central station with a fantastic collection of 20 heritage panels.  

 

Around 100 people braved the extremely wet weather, a bus strike 

and rail replacement bus services to attend the opening ceremony, 

with an address by the Mayor of Tameside, Councillor Shibley 

Alam. 

 

We were represented at the event but very much looked forward to 

seeing the panels again when the sun was shining, which it did a 

couple of days later.  So a return to Hyde was the order of the day. 

 

What the Friends of Hyde Loop have achieved is fantastic and we 

would recommend that a visit to the station will allow you to learn 

such a lot about Hyde’s rich history. 

 

As you can see each panel provides a wealth of information.as well as adding to the 

station itself making it a great place to wait for a train. 

 



A SHOOTING AT MARPLE WHARF JUNCTION SIGNAL BOX 

 

At one time there used to be a signal box at Marple Wharf Junction just before the line 

branched off towards Rose Hill and beyond. 

 

We had heard that during the early 1920’s there had been a shooting there so we 

decided to do a bit of research to see what could be found out. 

 

A visit to the Council’s splendid new creative and cultural centre facility on Merseyway 

in Stockport, the Stockroom, came up trumps as an article based upon a newspaper 

article in The Reporter, North West Derbyshire, issue of Saturday 25 June 1921 

painted the full picture and more, as you can read below. 

 

Marple Wharf Junction 

 

Marple Wharf Junction Signal Box controlled the now truncated line to Macclesfield 

(Macclesfield, Bollington & Marple Railway Act 27 & 28 Victoria c204 of 14 July 1864), 

which was closed on 12 June 1969 as far as Rose Hill Station.  

 

This line was opened for passengers on 2 August 1869 and for goods on 1 March 

1870; doubling of the track was completed 26 June 1871. The junction came off the 

Marple, New Mills & Hayfield Junction Railway (Act 23 & 24 Victoria c15 of 15 May 

1860), opened from Hyde to Compstall on 5 August 1862 and to New Mills on 1 July 

1865. 

 

Marple Wharf Junction Signal Box was situated at the southeast end of the Marple 

Viaduct (built 1865-6) and above the former Engineer's House and Engineer's Wharf 

of the Peak Forest Canal. Along the canal to the west, before the Marple Aqueduct 

and below the signal box, was the Aqueduct Works, site of the former 'Queens Hotel', 

used as an overnight stop for the canal packets during the mid-19th century. 

 

The signal box after dark was isolated and set amongst woods, with only the Aqueduct 

House and the Bottom Lock House close at hand. To the southeast, beyond the 100 

yard Marple tunnel, was Marple station. Communication from Marple Wharf Signal 

Box was by telephone and block instruments to Marple Station Signal Box (715 

yards). 

 

Romiley Station Signal Box was 2,800 yards to the northwest and Rose Hill Station 

Signal box 1,714 yards to the south. The signal box was manned 24 hours a day and 

handled extensive traffic movements comprising express, stopping passenger and 

goods trains. The junction from Macclesfield increased this traffic flow. 

 

One of the earliest functions of this signal box was to control traffic from the Marple 

Lock exchange wharf a short distance to the east, giving access to the canal wharf by 

a cutting, which gave the signal box its name: Marple Wharf Junction. This short 

branch was put in in 1864 to enable stone from Bugsworth for the viaduct, then 

building, to be transferred from narrow boats. 

 



The shooting 

 

The shooting occurred on Saturday 25 June 1921 at ten minutes past midnight, when 

Edward Axon, of Oakfield House, Oakwood Road, Romiley, (no relation to John Axon, 

the driver killed on 9 February 1957 in the cab of 48188 8F 2-8-0 at Chapel-en-le-Frith 

South Station) working the 10pm to 6am shift, was waiting for the night mail train from 

Manchester to London to pass.  

 

Axon stated that, without warning:  

bang, came a shot through the glass panel of the door, hitting me in the 

groin. I jumped up and could see four men on the top of the steps, two of 

whom were taller than the others. I picked up a poker and threw it at them 

through the broken glass. Next I turned out the gas light. Four more shots 

were fired quickly, and one hit me in the shoulder. None of the men had 

spoken a word. 

 

I picked up a second poker — I had two — and opened the door and went 

after the men down the steps. They ran away. They were quite young — 20 or 

so — and I could have caught them if I had not been shot. One man ran in a 

peculiar manner. I shouted for help. After that I went and telephoned to 

Romiley and Marple stations. If they had shouted, `Come out, we are going to 

burn down the cabin,' I could have understood it, but to shoot and to say 

nothing ... . 

 

Fred Gillimore of Aqueduct House, a short distance away from the signal box, said 

that four or five shots were fired. He stated that shortly after retiring just after midnight, 

he heard the front garden gate being slammed. He was getting up to see what it was 

and heard another sharp crack, realising this time it was a shot. He said to his wife, 

'That's Axon,' meaning that the signal box was being attacked. More shots rang out 

and Gillimore took a revolver and left the house in the direction of the signal box. As 

he left the house he heard Edward Axon shout, 'You are a lot of murdering 

scoundrels. Help.' After carefully mounting the embankment to the signal box, 

Frederick Gillimore found Edward Axon sat on the locker in a semi-dazed condition. 

After Edward Axon had exclaimed, 'I am shot,' Frederick Gillimore attended him and 

had him lie down. Under Axon's instructions Gillimore took charge of the instruments 

in order to allow the passing of the midnight mail train. He also telephoned both 

Marple and Romiley Stations advising them of what had happened and asked them to 

summon the police and ambulance. 

 

Mr Gillimore's son had in the meantime arrived with a loaded shot gun and was 

advised by Edward Axon that the men had made off in the direction of Romiley. The 

son searched in that direction, but could not trace the men. 

 

The police were quickly on the scene: the Superintendent from Hazel Grove, two plain 

clothes men and a detective, together with the special constables from Marple. With 

the assistance of a party of soldiers camped some distance away, the police carried 

out a thorough search of the surrounding area, but could find no evidence, apart from 

a yard long bludgeon and a short staff, like a police truncheon with a cord at one end. 

Both these objects were found close to the signal box. The police thought the men 



walked down the line from Romiley; no motor car was used and the Peak Forest 

Canal towing path close at hand was not used either. The driver of a train that passed 

through Marple shortly after the shooting spoke of seeing four men moving at a brisk 

pace towards Reddish Vale. Between 1am and 2am the driver of a goods train near 

Reddish Vale (6,655 yards) reported seeing four men on the line, but a police search 

was unsuccessful. 

 

Dr Lee of Romiley and Dr Brewis of Marple attended to Axon at the scene of the 

shooting. He was taken to Stockport Infirmary and was reported to be making good 

progress.  No damage was done to the signal box, apart from three revolver bullets 

found in the woodwork near to where Edward Axon was sitting and the broken glass in 

the door. 

 

Edward Axon 

 

Edward Axon had come to Romiley 35 years earlier (that is, 1886) and during the 

whole of his time there has been employed at the Marple Wharf Junction Signal Box. 

 

He was said to be keen-looking and fair complexioned with iron grey hair and 

moustache. He had a quiet disposition and had returned from a holiday in Devon two 

weeks previous to the shooting. 

 

Edward Axon's daughter had only that day arrived home from holiday and was too late 

to see her father before he went to work. She was first made aware of the tragedy by 

Dr Lee at 2am in the morning. Miss Axon when interviewed on Monday morning found 

little consolation in the brave conduct of her father when the odds were so much 

against him. Knew he was a plucky man,' she observed, adding that her father seldom 

went out, spending most of his spare time with his family. 

 

A correspondent to The Reporter (North West Derbyshire) wrote to the paper: 

In recognition of the bravery of Signalman Axon, who was brutally attacked 

by at least four murderers, who without a doubt intended wrecking the 

Midland night mail on Saturday, we made a collection on the 8.55 Monday 

morning train, and it realised nearly £8, to be divided between Signalman 

Axon, who lies seriously wounded in Stockport Infirmary and Frederick 

Gillimore, who went to his rescue. Some of your readers, travellers to and 

from Marple may wish to add their subscriptions and show appreciation of 

the men's courage, and, if so, would they kindly send their subscriptions to 

Mr Bark, the stationmaster at Marple, early. 

 

Why? 

 

What was the reason behind this attack and wounding of a signalman? One opinion 

was that the men were intending to interfere with the Manchester to London mail train, 

which passed the signal box soon after the shooting, but there is no evidence to 

substantiate this. Incendiary attacks on signal boxes around Manchester and London 

had been reported, but the Marple Wharf Junction signal box shooting was the most 

serious. No specific group has been named, but thoughts are that it may have been 

Irish Nationalists. 



 

If it was directed at the night mail train and it had been wrecked, some portion of it 

would have gone over the viaduct into Maple Dale — a deep fall either into the river 

Goyt or into the Peak Forest Canal close to the signal box. The casualties cannot 

be imagined. 

 

Questions that come to mind after reading the above account are: was it normal in 

1921 to keep a loaded revolver handy in a bedroom, and did Frederick 

Gillimore hold a firearms licence? 

 

 

 

 

STEAM TRAINS THROUGH ROMILEY 

On Friday 26th September the Saphos Trains “White Rose” passed through Romiley 

on its way from Hereford to York. 



The train was hauled by LNER Peppercorn Class A2 No. 60532 Blue Peter which is a 

4-6-2 ("Pacific") steam locomotive built in 1948 at Doncaster Works to a design by 

Arthur Peppercorn. 

It used to haul express passenger services on British Railways' North Eastern Region. 

Blue Peter is the only Peppercorn A2 still in existence as the 14 other locomotives of 

its class were all scrapped.  

As our photograph on the previous page shows it was a lovely day. 

Hopefully, the weather will be as kind on Thursday 2nd October when once again 

Saphos Trains are routing their “White Rose” train through Romiley. 

This time it will be starting its journey in Northampton before again finishing in York. 

The published timings for the train, which will be hauled by a yet unannounced steam 

locomotive, show it passing through Manchester Victoria at 10.05am before heading 

to just beyond Guide Bridge where it has a stop from 10.33am until 10.58am to take 

on water before then passing through Romiley round about 11.10am an onwards up 

the Hope Valley. 

 

 

ANNUAL WALK (TAKE TWO) - SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2025 

Not only was Saturday 27th September the 

actual 200th Anniversary of the birth of the 

modern railway but it was also when our 

Annual Walk (Take Two) took place from 

Strines to Marple (via Brookbottom). 

 

It was certainly a lot cooler than the first in June 

that took place during a heatwave. 

 

This time round it 

was a very pleasant 15 degrees and after the climb up from 

Strines station to Brookbottom (and a short break at the Fox 

Inn) the walk along the top towards Tarden was greeted with 

some wonderful views over the Goyt Vally as well as being 

blessed with some interesting wildlife, such as the devil's 

coach-horse beetle (pictured). 

From Tarden it was then down via Linnets 

Clough towards Bottom’s Hall and then along the 

track to Marple Bridge. 

 

Once in Marple Bridge it was time for fish and 

chips all washed down by a drink or two before 

the return to Romiley. 

 

Thanks again to Mike Hanson for organising the 

walk.  



“A GREAT DAY OUT BY TRAIN” QUIZ – THE ANSWERS 

1. Lion should read Tiger.  Leyland had a bus named the Leyland Lion, but the 

only cub was The Leyland Tiger Cub which they manufactured from 1952 to 

1969. From 1960 to 1968 they also had a more powerful Royal Tiger Cub.  

The museum is only a short walk from the station. 
 

2. Oxenhope should read Oxenhome.  In 1866 the Furness Railway entered 

into an agreement with the Windermere United Yacht Company to purchase 

Steamer shares and in 1872 the Railway Company took sole control. The 

Steamers continued in Furness Railway ownership until the national 

grouping of railways in 1923 when they became part of the LMS (London 

Midland Scottish Railway) Company and then after nationalisation British 

Rail.  In 1993, as part of railway privatisation the operation went back into 

private hands. There is a regular bus service to the lakeside from 

Windermere station. 
 

3. Pudsey should read Padley. The walk from the station really is a joy. The 

Longshaw Estate has so much to offer. Indeed earlier this year it played host 

to the BBC’s Springwatch. 
 

4. Whitwell should read Whitby.  The ruined Gothic Whitby Abbey was Bram 

Stoker’s inspiration for “Dracula”. Travel from Pickering would be on the 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway (accessible by bus/train from Leeds or 

Malton). 
 

5. Cambrian should read Cumbrian.  

As well as the Ravenglass and 

Eskdale Railway, Ravenglass 

itself is a lovely little village with a 

tremendous amount of Roman 

history.  
 

6. Milks should read Ales. Stalybridge is one of the stations on the 

Transpennine Real Ale Rail Trail and its famous buffet bar is a gem and well 

worth a visit as recommended by the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). 
 

7. Schumacher should read Portillo. The Moravian Settlement in Fairfield was 

founded in 1785 as a self-sufficient religious community. The Settlement and 

its buildings retain much of their original character and it is a unique gem. 

Guided tours, museums, exhibitions and refreshments are all available there. 

It was used as a filming location for the popular TV 

series Peaky Blinders and the film Mrs Lowry & Son. 
 

8. North should read South.  The South Fylde Line also 

passes through some great places to visit including 

Lytham and St Annes on the Sea. The South Fylde Line 

Community Rail Partnership (SFLCRP) have some 

splendid downloadable Walks Leaflets. 

 



9. Anderson should read Anderton.  

This famous boat lift links the 

navigable River Weaver to the Trent & 

Mersey Canal some 50 feet below the 

river. 
 

10. Victoria should read Albert.  The Royal Albert Dock was designed by Jesse 

Hartley and Philip Hardwick and opened in 1846.  It was the first structure in 

Britain to be built from cast iron, brick and stone, with no structural wood. As 

a result, it was the first non-combustible warehouse system in the world. It 

was known simply as the Albert Dock until 2018, when it was granted a royal 

charter so could add "Royal" to its name. 
 

11. Boards should read Rows.  One of the 

most fascinating and unique parts of 

Chester are the Rows. They brim with 

the city’s history and are a joy to explore.  

In days gone by the Rows were where 

the city’s residents would come to trade, 

drink and dine. A lot like today really, 

although you’ll find them home to some 

of the quirkiest independent shops, 

restaurants, bars, and attractions around. 
 

12. Two should read Three. Blackpool’s three piers, North, Central and South 

opened in 1863, 1868 and 1893 respectively. The illuminations are perhaps 

best viewed from one of Blackpool’s trams, which these days also serve 

Blackpool North station. 
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